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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objection 

Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: This independent 
claim should start with "A". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. In claim 10 applicant claims that "wherein the device is a 

demand ", neither the spec nor the claims from which this claim 11 depends defines a 

demand. It is unclear to the examiner to what this limitation encompasses in the scope 

of the invention. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sawachi (US PgPub 2002/0030744). 

Regarding claim 1, Sawachi teaches an operation apparatus which is used with 
a device for image-taking (figure 4 items 11 and 13); comprising: a display member 
which displays an information concerning a function of the device (figure 4 item 104); 
and a first operation switch for setting the function according to the information 
displayed on the display member (figure 4 item 13 with directional pad). 

Regarding claim 16, Sawachi teaches a device for image-taking (figure 4 item 
1 1 ), comprising; the operation apparatus according to claim 1 (see discussion of claim 1 
above); and an optical adjusting member (it is inherent that the camera of figure 4 
includes adjustable lenses). 

Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tsukahara et al. (US PgPub 2002/0018134). 
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Regarding claim 1, Tsukahara et al. teaches an operation apparatus which is 
used with a device for image-taking (figure 1 items 61 and 62); comprising: a display 
member which displays an information concerning a function of the device (figure 1 item 
64); and a first operation switch for setting the function according to the information 
displayed on the display member (figure 1 item 1 3). 

Regarding claim 16, Tsukahara et al. teaches a device for image-taking (figure 1 
item 61), comprising; the operation apparatus according to claim 1 (see discussion of 
claim 1 above); and an optical adjusting member (it is inherent that the camera lens 63 
of figure 1 is adjustable). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) Which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 9 and 11 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaneko et al. (US patent No. 6,035,137) in further view of Hozumi et 
al. (US patent No. 5,589,907). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kaneko et al. teaches an operation apparatus which is used 
with a device for image-taking (figure 1 items 1 and 2); comprising: a first operation 
switch for setting the function (figure 1 item 34). 
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Kaneko et al. teaches most of the limitations of claim 1, However Kaneko et al. 
fails to teach an operation apparatus; comprising: a display member which displays an 
information concerning a function of the device and setting a function according to the 
information displayed on the display member. 

Hozumi et al., on the other hand teaches teach an apparatus comprising: a 
display member which displays an information concerning a function of the device and 
setting a function according to the information displayed on the display member. 

More specifically, Hozumi et al. teaches an apparatus comprising: a display 
member which displays an information concerning a function of the device (figure 1 item 
11 and column 4 lines 9 et seq.) and setting a function according to the information 
displayed on the display member (plurality of buttons from figure one are operated in 
accordance to the display to set functions e.g. figure 1 items 3 - 9, 15, and 16). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teachings of Hozumi et al. with the teachings of 
Kaneko et al. because as stated in column 4, lines 9 et seq. Hozumi et al. teaches that 
display shutter speed, aperture, film exposure counter, film speed, etc will be displayed 
on the display which in turn will result in easier to view modes and settings via the 
display when combined in the operation apparatus of Kaneko et al. 

Regarding claim 2, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
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Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the operation apparatus can be attached to the 
device (figure 1 items 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches the display member displays an information 
concerning the condition of the device (column 4, lines 9 et seq., teaches that display 
shutter speed, aperture, film exposure counter, film speed, etc will be displayed on the 
display). 

Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a lens apparatus which has an 
optical adjusting member (figure 1 item 2), and the operation apparatus is a drive unit 
which controls the driving of the optical adjusting member (figure 1 items 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 5, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches that the display member and the first operation 
switch are provided on the hold surface of the drive unit (figure 4 item 51 also figures 9 
and 10). 
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Regarding claim 6, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a lens apparatus which has an 
optical adjusting member (figure 1 item 2), and the operation apparatus can be attached 
to a drive unit which controls the driving of the optical adjusting member (figure 1 item 1 
and 2). 

Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a lens apparatus which has an 
optical adjusting member (figure 1 item 2), and the operation apparatus is a drive unit 
which has a second operation switch for driving the optical adjusting member (figure 1 
item 22), by operating the first operation switch, a parameter which decides the 
relationship between the driving speed of the optical adjusting member and the 
operation amount of the second operation switch can be set (figure 2 item 34). 

Regarding claim 8, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches that the at least the display member is provided on 
the top surface of the operation apparatus (figure 1 item 11). 
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Regarding claim 9, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches that the at least the display member is provided on 
the surface of opposite side to an object side of the operation apparatus (figure 1 item 
10). 

Regarding claim 11, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a demand which connects a lens 
apparatus having an optical adjusting member (figure 1 items 1 and 2) and a driving 
control section (column 1 lines 61 et seq. controlling of the lenses) controlling the driving 
of the optical adjusting member (figure 1 items 1 and 2) and outputs a command signal 
to the driving control section (figures 4 - 5), and the operation apparatus can be 
attached to the demand (figure 1 items 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 12, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et a I, teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a lens apparatus which has an 
optical adjusting member (figure 1 items 1 and 2) and a driving control section (column 
1 lines 61 et seq. controlling of the lenses) controlling the driving of the optical adjusting 
member (figure 1 items 1 and 2), and the operation apparatus can be attached to the 
lens apparatus (figure 1 items 1 and 2). 
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Regarding claim 13, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the operation apparatus has a function in which 
at least one of a plurality of functions having the device is allocated to a third operation 
switch provided on the operation apparatus (figure 1 items 24). 

Regarding claim 14, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches that the display member displays an information 
concerning a condition of the device (column 4, lines 9 et seq., teaches that display 
shutter speed, aperture, film exposure counter, film speed, etc will be displayed on the 
display). 

Regarding claim 15, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Kaneko et 
al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Hozumi et al. teaches that at least one of the functions is a cancellation of 
the operation of the third operation switch (column 4 lines 1 - 5; switch 24 can be used 
to cancel the modes of either auto or manual modes). 

Regarding claim 16, Kaneko et al. teaches a device for image-taking (column 1 
lines 54 et seq.) comprising: an operation apparatus which is used with a device for 
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image-taking (figure 1 items 1 and 2); comprising: a first operation switch for setting the 
function (figure 1 item 34). The device including an optical adjusting member (figure 1 
item 2). 

Kaneko et al. teaches most of the limitations of claim 1, However Kaneko et al. 
fails to teach an operation apparatus; comprising: a display member which displays an 
information concerning a function of the device and setting a function according to the 
information displayed on the display member. 

Hozumi et al., on the other hand teaches teach an apparatus comprising: a 
display member which displays an information concerning a function of the device and 
setting a function according to the information displayed on the display member. 

More specifically, Hozumi et al. teaches an apparatus comprising: a display 
member which displays an information concerning a function of the device (figure 1 item 
11 and column 4 lines 9 et seq.) and setting a function according to the information 
displayed on the display member (plurality of buttons from figure one are operated in 
accordance to the display to set functions e.g. figure 1 items 3-9, 15, and 16). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the teachings of Hozumi et al. with the teachings of 
Kaneko et al. because as stated in column 4, lines 9 et seq. Hozumi et al. teaches that 
display shutter speed, aperture, film exposure counter, film speed, etc will be displayed 
on the display which in turn will result in easier to view modes and settings via the 
display when combined in the operation apparatus of Kaneko et al. 
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Regarding claim 17, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 136 Kaneko 
et al. in further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Kaneko et al. teaches that the device is a lens apparatus which can be 
attached to a camera through a mount (figure 1 item 10), the display member and the 
first operation switch are provided on the mount (figures 1 and 2). 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaneko 
et al. in further view of Hozumi et al. in further view of Examiners Official Notice. 

Regarding 10, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2 Kaneko et al. in 
further view of Hozumi et al. teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Kaneko et al. in further view of Hozumi et al. fails to teach a cover 
member which covers at least one of the display member and the first operation switch. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art to use a 
cover in a camera to cover a display and/or buttons. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use a cover to cover a display and buttons to protect 
these components when they are not in use. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Uekane et al. (US patent No. 5,559,554) teaches an apparatus for controlling a 
lens drive. 

Fushimoto (US patent No. 6,903,773) teaches an apparatus for controlling a lens 

drive. 

Goto (US patent No. 5,016,034) teaches multiple display screens 

Idemura (US patent No. 6,307,342) teaches an apparatus that is attached to a 
camera lens for driving the lens. 

Kanayama et al. (US patent No. 6,292,313) teaches an apparatus that is 
attached to a camera lens for driving the lens. 

Kaneko et al. (US patent No. 6,466,378) teaches an apparatus that is attached to 
a camera lens for driving the lens. 

Mizumura (US patent No. 6,526,232) teaches an apparatus that is attached to a 
camera lens for driving the lens. 

Kaneko et al. (US patent No. 6,512,542) teaches an apparatus that is attached to 
a camera lens for driving the lens. 

Yoshikawa et al. (US PgPub 2001/0040638) teaches an apparatus that is 
attached to a camera lens for driving the lens. 

Parulski et al. (US PgPub 2003/0193603) teaches an apparatus for controlling a 
lens drive. 

Hibino et al. (US PgPub 2002/0181722) teaches an apparatus for controlling a 
lens drive. 
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Senda (US PgPub 2002/0130962) teaches an apparatus for controlling a lens 

drive. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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